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Readings: The Epiphany of the Lord | USCCB 

 

 Have you ever been at a place and felt unwelcomed? You can feel 

the unfriendly stares, feels like everyone is murmuring about you. 

Happens all the time. If it happens with a person or group of people, you 

probably stop talking to them or keep distance going forward. If it 

happens at an establishment like a store or restaurant, you probably 

won’t return and write a negative yelp review. 

 It also happens in the Church… people sadly sometimes feel 

unwelcomed. Could be by hearing something uncharitable in the homily 

that seemed like a personal rejection of who they are, or, through 

noticeable stares or comments if they might not necessarily be regulars 

and look a bit out of place and irreverent, breaking church etiquette and 

protocol.  

 (By the way, I looked up Holy Spirit on Yelp to see if we had any 

reviews… we do… just one… someone gave us a one-star rating three 

years ago, and since it is the only rating, we show as one star on yelp. 

Why did we get a negative review? The comment read: “we tried to see 

the cathedral in the middle of the day, but it was just closed.” It sounds 

more like a compliment to me! Our church is so beautiful it is confused 

for a cathedral that people want to visit! If there are any yelpers here 

who want to lift our yelp image, please by all means, write a review!) 

 Last week by placing our gaze on the Holy Family we reflected on 

how the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, help us understand that 

our families too are holy, and every member, even those questionable 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010222.cfm
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ones, are holy and to be revered. Today we place our gaze on the 

Epiphany of the magi, and doing so helps us understand more deeply 

what it means to be church, so I offer three little points of reflection 

today. Gazing at the epiphany helps us answer:  

1. What is Church? 

2. Who is Church? 

3. How to be Church? 

Understanding these can make the difference between a positive or 

negative yelp review, but most importantly, it makes a difference in how 

someone is able to have their own epiphany, their own experience of 

God, and all thanks to a welcoming environment. 

 First a little bible study on what we heard in the gospel. The 

epiphany, this “aha moment” of God’s presence for the magi began in 

their quest for truth. They were a type of scientist, astrologers, who tried 

to find meaning and understand the truths of life by studying heavenly 

bodies. Not only that but they were also from the east, a place 

completely separated from the monotheistic Jewish faith.  

 In their search for truth and meaning, they realized they could not 

find it in their own knowledge, in the science and the stars, so they go to 

Jerusalem, because although they themselves were not Jewish, they 

knew about the Jewish faith. They knew how powerful and 

knowledgeable the priests and rabbis were about the spiritual life, they 

knew about the great temple which supposedly held the presence of 

God, and of their expectation of a great ruler, a messiah…  

So in their quest for truth they had this inner intuition that some 

form of great king had been born, and if truth was going to come from a 
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source of faith, it would surely have to be there, in the Jewish temple, so 

they make their way over. 

  This is where the irony comes in: they reach Jerusalem, they 

enquire with the roman authorities and temple priests about this newborn 

King, and to their surprise, they know nothing about it. Not only that, 

but instead of rejoicing about the possibility that the messiah was finally 

here, they panic. Why?  

Behind the panic of King Herod and chief priests was that original 

sin we have spoken about, pride and envy. It is the sin from where all 

other sins originate from, so they are original as much as originating. For 

this sin led them to have an attitude of exclusion. Only Jews could come 

to the temple, only the elite could dine with them. It made them place 

values on people and determine that some were more desirable than 

others. It made them lord over them so they could feel good and 

admired. It made them want to be the kings and queens of the hill so 

they were constantly criticizing others who seemed like competition, 

seeing in them rivals and enemies to be eliminated. So it is not 

surprising then that they had no interest in having a new king.  

 This is what turned the temple from a place of worship and 

expectation, a place of God’s presence and a sign of hope on earth, to a 

place of power, exclusion and extorsion. Remember how they were 

taking advantage of the poor widow? It was anything but welcoming.  

For the magi who were moved by the desire to know the truth, it could 

not possibly be found in the temple.  

 Their desire to know truth leads them to Bethlehem. The name 

Bethlehem has deep significance. It comes from two Hebrew words, 
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beth which means house, and lehem which means bread. House of 

bread (eucharistic reference there but that is another homily), and there, 

in the house of bread, they see the newborn messiah and there they have 

their epiphany. To their surprise, the Messiah was not found in a 

prestigious temple, the temple itself was the messiah, making that little 

house, Bethlehem, the prototype of the first Christian church. There lies 

the answer to those initial questions. 

 What is church? Jesus Christ, the living temple, in whose 

incarnation the presence of God has been made present among us in a 

completely selfless way, away from the self-interest of others.  

 Who is church? In a visible and intentional way, it is every 

baptized Christian who is united in faith to the Body of Christ, a 

community we believe the Spirit has guided to structure and organize 

itself over time from people gathering in houses to break bread, to how 

we have it today with its visible hierarchy and church buildings. 

But in broader sense, it is also each and every single human being 

since Jesus was born for all, the incarnation is a cosmic event, so it 

includes every baptized and unbaptized, believer and unbeliever, sinner 

and saint, divorced or happily married, weekly mass attendee or the 

twicer (Christmas and Easter), LGBTQ or straight. The temple of 

Jesus’s resurrected body embraces all humanity equally. This leads to 

our last question: 

 How to be church? We turn our gaze now to the whole nativity 

scene, to this first example of a church, and we find all of creation 

gathered around the bread of life. We have the holy family representing 

our own families, the magi representing people from all nations 



Homily | Year C | Epiphany | 01/02/2021 

 

pg. 5 
 

especially those least expected to be coheirs of the gospel, we have the 

shepherds, and yes, even the animals… we are church when we 

understand the unity and balance that exists in all of creation, and we 

ourselves embrace the world with the same welcoming presence as 

Christ. This is the gesture Jesus will reiterate through his ministry time 

and time again as he breaks away from protocol and touches the 

untouchable, speaks to the unspeakable, dines with the sinful. We are 

church, when we are able to recognize Jesus, the temple, in every 

individual, and that means, making every person we meet feel like what 

they are, part of our redeemed human family.   

 As visible members of the body of Christ, we are the temple, the 

Beth’lehem, the church to the world.  

 The feast of the epiphany, more than a nice story about gifting the 

birthday boy, is a direct challenge for us to bring the presence of God to 

those outside this visible structured temple, and invite them to gather 

with us around the nativity scene. If you need a new year’s resolution, 

how about helping someone you know who has left the church because 

they felt unwelcomed, return? So many people leave the church when 

they get divorced, or when they realize they identity as LGBTQ, or have 

a hard time with a church teaching, or have doubts about their faith… 

many feel like they are no longer good enough to be part of the elite club 

of eucharist receiving people, and when we feel unwelcomed, it seems 

church is the most uncomfortable place to be, feels like all eyes are on 

you, judging you. So if you know someone who has felt unwelcomed, 

for whatever the reason, it is time to bring church to them, to give them 

the opportunity to have their own epiphany. That is the beauty of being 
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part of the member of Christ, that the temple is not confined to a 

structure, it is wherever a believer is, which makes the mission of the 

church possible; to go out and make disciples of all nations.  

 I pray that this new year, we as a church community might all be 

consumed by the mystery of the presence of Christ in the Church, in all 

it’s dimensions. That this year our community might double by each one 

of us inviting a friend or strayed family member around the table. That 

we might come to a deeper awareness of what, where, and how to be 

church, and be moved accordingly. There lies our own Epiphany. 

 

+ Fr. Carlos 

 


